Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.0.
The central Co II ion in the title complex, [Co(C 16 H 19 N 5 ) 2 ]-(NO 3 ) 2 , is located on a twofold rotation axis and has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination sphere. It is bonded to six N atoms from two 2-[bis(3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrazol-1-yl)methyl]-pyridine ligands. In the crystal, molecules are linked by weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Co(C 16 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Otten et al., 2009; Arroyo et al., 2000) . In addition, N-heterocyclic rigid scorpion-type ligands have attracted increased attention due to their nitrogen coordination sites (Reger et al., 2005; Liu et al., 2011) .
Herein, we report on the synthesis and crystal structure the title complex, [C O (bpz*mpy) 2 ](NO 3 ) 2 , synthesized by the reaction of 2-(bis(3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrazol-1-yl)methyl)pyridine (bpz*mpy), with Co(NO 3 ).6H 2 O.
The molecular structure of the title complex is shown in Fig. 1 . The Co atom is situated on a twofold rotation axis and is coordinated by 6 N-atoms from two (bpz*mpy) ligands. The Co-N bond lengths range from 2.131 (2) to 2.149 (3) Å, hence the central cobalt ion has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination sphere.
In the crystal, molecules are linked by weak C-H···O interactions (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
To a solution of 2-(bis(3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrazol-1-yl)methyl)pyridine (0.2 mmol, 56.3 mg) in 10 ml of methanol, Co(NO 3 ).6H 2 O (0.1 mmol, 29.1 mg) was added. The solution was stirred at r.t. for 30 min. Yellow and block-like crystals were obtained by evaporation after one week [Yield: 46 wt%].
Refinement
All the H atoms were included in calculated position and refined in the riding-model approximation: C-H = 0.93, 0.96 and 0.98 Å CH(aromatic), CH 3 and CH(methine), respectively, with U iso (H)= k ×U eq (C), where k = 1.5 for CH 3 H atoms and = 1.2 for other H atoms. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+3/2, −y+3/2, −z+1/2; (iii) −x+1, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iv) x−1, y, z; (v) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1; (vi) x−1, y−1, z.
Computing details
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
